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Englishman, a most kindly country gentleman, a philo-
sopher, linguist, and judge, there is no doubt that Lord
Monboddo was also eccentric in many ways, especially
in costume and in habit. On his return from France
he came to an Assembly in Edinburgh* in a suit of
white velvet, of which he was not a little vain; but
when he went down for vacation to his country seat in
Kincardineshire he dressed like a farmer.

For many years he paid an annual visit to London,
always riding up to town on horseback. He would never
enter a stage coach, or be in what he called a "box"
carriage. He thought the true position of man was to be
on a horse's back, not to be dragged by a horse behind
its tail! And so, with a single servant accompanying
him, he made his regular equestrian journeys to and
from the metropolis, until he was eighty years of age.
Unfortunately, when he took his daughter with him, he
insisted that she too should ride on horseback all the way
to town, a procedure which proved injurious to her health.

His love of riding, even in the severest weather, con-
tinued till his death. Once returning from Dalhousie Castle
to Monboddo, he told Mr Ramsay of Ochtertyre that they
had " met but one traveller, who rode with his face to
the tail to avoid the blast." * In London he was often an
honoured guest in the house of Mrs Montague, and still
more especially in that of his friend James Harris. In
the pleasant home of the author of The Castle of Indolence
at Richmond he met many friends, and greatly enjoyed
the poet's talk, and that of another writer of verse, Dr
Armstrong. In the circle of his friends were included
the Earls Stanhope and Mansfield, Lords Thurlow,
Lyttelton, and Grantby, the Archbishop of York, and
Bishops Horsley, Lowth, Porteous, Shipley, and Burgess,
Sir John Pringle, etc. At the Court of St James's, his
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